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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/2/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration and continued examination of application 09/801,583 filed on June 2, 
2006. 

The amendment contains original claims: 2-6, 9-11, 13-26 
The amendment contains previously presented claims: 1,12 
The amendment contains amended claims: 7-8 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Number 5,101,353 to Lupien et al. (furtlier referred to as Lupien). 

Regarding claim 1, Lupien discloses a method of facilitating trading among a set 
of processes having respective owners, comprising: 

automatically via a computer (see Fig 1), operating at least one of the processes 
(see column 5, lines 51-53 and Fig 7) according to an order processing methodology by 

(a) retrieving a decision table having at least two rules specifying at least one 
of a discovery strategy and an order handling strategy, each rule having at least one 
condition and at least one action to be taken when the condition is satisfied (see column 
3, lines 43-45 and column 6, lines 24-26 and lines 37-45; column 10, line 9 - column 11, 
line 9), the at least one action selected by the owner of the process from the group 
comprising (i) generating an order, (ii) obtaining more information, and (iii) evaluating 
another rule in the decision table (column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; column 4, lines 
31-36; column 6, lines 2-68; column 7, lines 15-26 and lines 39-43; column 9, lines 7-1 1 
and lines 43-55; column 10, lines 1-8; column 10, line 61 - column 11, line 20; column 

1 1 , lines 34-37 and lines 66-68; column 12, lines 26-32, lines 48-51 and lines 58-61), 
and 

(b) automatically evaluating whether the at least one condition for each of the 
rules is satisfied, and for each of the rules having a satisfied condition, automatically, via 
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a computer, configuring the at least one process to act on the at least one action 
(column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; column 6, lines 15-26 and lines 37-45; column 
10, lines 24-68 and column 11, lines 1-10; column 11, lines 38-44; column 12, lines 26- 
32, lines 48-51 and lines 53-66). 

Regarding claim 2, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one process 
is a trading process (i.e. buy and sell, see abstract). 

Regarding claim 3, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one process 
is a market process (i.e. price fluctuation upward or downward, see abstract). 

Regarding claim 4, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one 
condition is based on order characteristics (i.e. the basic investment characteristics, see 
column 4, lines 60-65). 

Regarding claim 5, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one 
condition is based on market characteristics (i.e. the fundamental investment 
characteristics, see column 5, lines 15-17 and column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, 
lines 1-10). 
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Regarding claim 6, Lupien further discloses that wherein the decision table 
includes a holding tank for storing at least one order waiting for a market related event 
(see column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; column 4, lines 32-36; column 6, lines 20-40; 
column 9, lines 43-54; column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, lines 1-10; column 12, 
lines 53-68). 

Regarding claim 7, Lupien further discloses wherein the at least one action that 
the at least one process is configured to act upon includes assigning a value to a 
parameter (i.e. size, order, limit, see Fig 4). 

Regarding claim 8, Lupien further discloses wherein the at least one action that 
the at least one process is configured to act upon includes transferring to another rule 
(see column 3, lines 28-45; column 6, lines 53-59; column 10, line 61 - column 11, line 
10; column 12, lines 26-53). 

Regarding claim 9, Lupien further discloses that wherein at least one of the rules 
also specifies a time for acting on its at least one action (see column 10, lines 1-7; 
column 12, lines 53-68). 

Regarding claim 10, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one action 
in at least one of the rules is a wait operation (i.e. based on the market fluctuation, see 
claim 10; see column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; column 4, lines 32-36; column 6, 
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lines 20-40; column 9, lines 43-54; column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, lines 1-10; 
column 12, lines 53-68). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lupien further discloses that wherein the set of trading 
processes includes at least two market processes (i.e. price fluctuation upward or 
downward, see claim 10) and at least two trading processes (i.e. buy and sell, see 
abstract) and is operative on a platform that enables the trading processes to 
communicate in a standardized manner (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 12, Lupien discloses a method of facilitating trading, comprising: 
Automatically, via a computer (Fig 1), retrieving, at an order handling process 
operated on behalf of a process owner that is one of a plurality of process owners (see 
column 5, lines 51-53 and Fig 7), a decision table representing an order processing 
methodology, the decision table having at least two rules specifying at least one of a 
discovery strategy and an order handling strategy (see column 3, lines 43-45 and 
column 6, lines 41-45), each rule having at least one condition and at least one action to 
be taken when the condition is satisfied (column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; column 6, 
lines 15-26 and lines 37-45; column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, lines 1-10; column 
11, lines 38-44; column 12, lines 26-32, lines 48-51 and lines 53-66), the at least one 
action selected by the process owner from the group comprising (i) generating an order, 
(ii) obtaining more information, and (iii) evaluating another rule in the decision table 
(column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; column 4. lines 31-36; column 6, lines 2-68; 
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column 7, lines 15-26 and lines 39-43; column 9, lines 7-11 and lines 43-55; column 10, 
lines 1-8; column 10, line 61 - column 11, line 20; column 11, lines 34-37 and lines 66- 
68; column 12, lines 26-32, lines 48-51 and lines 58-61), and 
automatically, via a computer, applying, at the order handling process, the decision 
table to process an order when a specified event occurs (column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 
23-45; column 6, lines 15-26 and lines 37-45; column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, 
lines 1-10; column 11, lines 38-44; column 12, lines 26-32, lines 48-51 and lines 53-66). 

Regarding claim 13, Lupien further discloses that wherein the order handling 
process is a trading process (i.e. buy and sell, see abstract). 

Regarding claim 14, Lupien further discloses that wherein the order handling 
process is a market process (i.e. price fluctuation upward or downward, see abstract). 

Regarding claim 15, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one 
condition is based on order characteristics (i.e. the basic investment characteristics, see 
column 4, lines 60-65). 

Regarding claim 16, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one 
condition is based on market characteristics (i.e. the fundamental investment 
characteristics, column 5, lines 15-17; column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, lines 1- 
10). 
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Regarding claim 17, Lupien further discloses that wherein the decision table 
includes a holding tank for storing at least one order waiting for a market related event 
(column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; column 4, lines 32-36; column 6, lines 20-40; 
column 9, lines 43-54; column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, lines 1-10; column 12, 
lines 53-68). 

Regarding claim 1 8, Lupien further discloses that wherein the decision table 
includes, in at least one of a condition and an action of at least one of the rules, a 
nested decision table (see abstract and see column 3, lines 43-45; column 6, lines 15- 
45 and lines 53-59; column 10, lines 24-68; column 12, lines 53-66). 

Regarding claim 19, Lupien further discloses that wherein the rules define a 
sequence of actions to be taken using explicit control instructions (see column 3, lines 
43-45; column 6, lines 15-45 and lines 53-59; column 10, lines 24-68 and column 11, 
lines 1-10; column 12, lines 53-66). 

Regarding claim 20, Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one action 
is to request information from an order room (i.e. registered broker/dealer, see column 
11, lines 38-42). 
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Regarding clainn 21,Lupien further discloses that wherein the at least one action 
is to transfer to another rule (see column 3, lines 28-34; column 10, line 61 - column 11, 
line 10; column 12, lines 26-52). 

Regarding claim 22, Lupien further discloses that wherein the specified event is 
receiving of an order (see column 3, lines 28-34; column 4, lines 32-36). 

Regarding claim 23, Lupien further discloses that wherein the specified event is 
completing price discovery (see Fig 4; column 9, lines 43-54; column 12, lines 26-66; 
column 4, lines 32-36). 

Regarding claim 24, Lupien further discloses that wherein the specified event is 
receiving a bid or offer relating to an order handled by the order handling process (see 
Fig 4; column 9, lines 43-54; column 12, lines 26-66; column 4, lines 32-36). 

Regarding claim 25, Lupien further discloses that wherein the specified event is 
receiving notice of a price improvement opportunity (see column 3, lines 28-34; column 
9, lines 43-54; column 12, lines 26-66; column 4, lines 32-36). 

Regarding claim 26, Lupien further discloses that wherein the specified event is 
reporting execution of an order (see column 3, lines 28-34; column 9, lines 43-54; 
column 12, lines 26-66; column 4, lines 32-36). 
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Response to Arguments 

In response to Applicant's argument on page 7 that the action to be taken in 
Lupien is always generating an order, the Examiner points to the sections in Lupien in 
which other actions such as hold or reevaluate are undertaken, particularly column 3, 
lines 23-37, column 10, lines 61-64 and column 12, lines 48-51. Lupien's system 
evaluates data and then determines whether or not it is consistent with the investor's 
goals and objectives to place an order based on the decision rules. Lupien's system 
does not always result in generating an order as the circumstances may indicate that 
the best strategy is to hold the current position. 

Applicant argues on page 7, 11, 12, 13 and 16 that Lupien does not disclose (i) 
generating an order, (ii) obtaining more information, and (iii) evaluating another rule in 
the decision table. However, Examiner points specifically to the following sections and 
whether they address (i), (ii) and/or (iii): 

column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45; (i), (ii), (iii) 

column 4, lines 31-36; (i), (ii) 

column 6, lines 2-68; (1), (ii), (iii) 

column 7, lines 15-26 and lines 39-43; (i), (ii) 

column 9, lines 7-1 1 and lines 43-55; (i), (ii) 

column 10, lines 1-8; (i), (ii) 

column 10, line 61 - column 1 1 , line 20; (i), (ii), (iii) 

column 11, lines 34-37 and lines 66-68; (i) 
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column 12, lines 26-32, lines 48-51 and lines 58-61; (i), (ii), (iii). 

Applicant further argues on page 8, 10 and 14 that Lupien does not disclose 
where the action to be taken is selected by the respective owner of the process and the 
action is embodied in a decision table that is retrieved, and where multiple rules for 
discovery and handling and actions to be taken therefrom. However, Lupien discloses 
where actions are taken by the process owner in column 6, lines 37-45 and column 10, 
lines 1-8 and the use of decision tables in column 3, lines 43-45, column 6, lines 24-26 
and lines 37-45, column 10, line 9 - column 11, and line 9, column 11, lines 11-37. 
Lupien discloses in those sections where databases are used to store investors' 
financial objectives and strategies where rules are applied in order for the system to call 
upon these rules to make decisions based on multiple rules for discovery and handling. 
Lupien also discloses in the afore mentioned sections where the user can override the 
system and change parameters and/or execute trades which are outside the scope of 
the rules/decision tables. Decision tables are retrieved for the purpose of evaluating by 
the system whether an action is required or not, and what that action should be in 
column 3, lines 7-14 and lines 23-45, column 6, lines 37-40 and lines 53-59, column 10, 
lines 9-68, column 11, lines 1-10 and column 12, lines 26-32 and lines 48-68. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 09/801,583 



Page 12 



Art Unit: 3628 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached at 571-272-6799. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jennifer Liversedge 



Examiner 



Art Unit 3628 



FRAWTZYPOINVIL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




